[Patients history following artificial aortic valve and pacemaker implantation].
The follow-up of 22 patients (out of 31 patients after artificial aortic valve and pacemaker implantation between 1982 and 2001) have been evaluated. There were 15 men aged 30-76 (x=55) and 7 women aged 43-69 (x=59). Aortic valve replacement (AVR) was subsequently followed by pacemaker implantation (PI) after approximately 16 days. Indication for permanent stimulation were: atrio-ventricular complete block in 18 patients and atrial fibrillation with slow ventricular response in the remaining 4. There were implanted 15 devices of VVI type and 7 of VDD type. The duration of follow up was 9-196 (x=56) months. All these patients remained in good general state (II degree--19 patients or II/III degree--3 patients acc. to NYHA classification). In 21 out of 22 patients, atrioventricular conduction disturbances and bradyarrhythmia remained for the entire follow-up duration with permanent stimulation (VVI or VAT). In one patient the postoperative complete atrio-ventricular block disappeared during follow up, 24 months after AVR. 1. The main indication for PI after AVR was complete atrio-ventricular block, persisting 2-3 weeks after surgery, without accompanying atrial fibrillation. 2. In long term follow up after AVR and PI (VVI or VDD) the dominance of 100% capture ventricular pacing have been recorded in almost all cases, which holds the decision of early postoperative PI.